
United States Patent and Trademark Offtp.f 



APPLICATION NO. 
09/722,306 



FILING DATE 
11/28/2000 



FIR ST NAMED IN VENTOR 
Yasunobu Iwata 



7590 



09/05/2003 

SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, MACPEAK & SEAS 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 



Un/J5?f ^ PAR ™ENT OF COMMERCE 

r£ ,ted States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addre«: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 18 

Alexandria, Viiginia 22313-1450 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
5612 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
Q61090 



EXAMINER 



ROSSOSHEK, YELENA 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2825 

DATE MAILED: 09/05/2003 



Please find be,„w and/or attached an Office con^unicata concerning this appiication or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application N 

09/722,306 



Examiner 

Helen B Rossoshek 



'Applicants) 

IWATAETAL. 
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Art Unit 

2825 



Period for" Rep™'"™ ^ "** C ° mmUn ' Cation ™* ars ° " cover sheet with the correspondence ahress - " 

- Failure to reply within the set or extendi ^S^ffT^^J^^^^ (6) "It mailin 9 **• of 'his communication. 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the Ste mVhIT • t °. become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR r 704(b) 9 *" communica " on . even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 June 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)g] This action is non-final 

4) 0 Claim(s) _M is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9M The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
1 0M The drawing(s) filed on 28 November 2000 is/are: a)E accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner 

Apphcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 M The proposed drawing correction filed on 03 June 2003 is: a)E approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 D C °Tnn^ T ifie , d h Ti es of the P riorit y documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) "National btage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of thi certlSS o^J2 & received 
140 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional appiication) 

15tfi a ir2L ^ ! anS ' a ! i0n ° f ,he f0rei9n lan 9 ua 9 e P rovisi °™l application has been received. 
1 5)Q Acknowledgment » made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) i — i 

2) IS Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO 948) 1 H IT™'™ (PT °" 413) Paper No(s >' • 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ej ! □ Oth'ir * 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application 09/722,306 filed 1 1/28/2000 
and amendment filed 06/03/2003. 

2. Claims 1-4 remain pending in the application. Amendment has been fully 
considered by the examiner. Since applicant's arguments are not persuasive, the 
examiner presents new reference. 

Specification 

disclosure APPliCant * rem,nded ° f the Pr ° Per ' anguage and format for an ***** of the 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a sinale 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 5oCds It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided f^a^ra* 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and lega phraseoloav 
often usee ,n patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be Tte 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist iBadOTfr^inS^Krther 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 9 

The language should be clear and concise and should not re D eat inform«tinn 
given ,n the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be impl S such a^"!^ 

des^-T 6 " 8 '" " The diSC ' 0SUre d6fined by thiS in vention," P "The ll^e"* 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 the limitations of "unavailable area" and "available area" are formulated 
indefinite to what it means nor specification supports these limitations with clear 
explanations. 

5. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 2 line 5 before "and" delete "," insert 



Application/Control Number: 09/722,306 
Art Unit: 2825 

Claim 3 line 3 delete "the address" insert -an address- 
Claim 3 line 4 before "and" delete "a" insert 
Claim 3 line 5 after "of delete "a" insert -the previously— 
Claim 3 line 8 delete "the order" insert -an order-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

ll^r in^ 0 " ^ S Pate ? ed W de ;L Cribed in 3 printed P ublicati °n in this or a foreign country or in public 
States C ° ' m ° re 006 year PHOr t0 the d3te ° f a PP |ication for P atent 'n tt» United 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Komiya et al. (US Patent 5,126,956). 

As to claim 1 Komiya et al. teaches an unavailable area for storing a plurality of 
previously stored circuit patterns of circuit elements as shown on the Fig. 9 patterns 
stored in a character generator (CG) included in the system of FIG. 8 (abstract; col. 7, 
II.39-45); an available area for storing elements of a circuit pattern being input within 
memory (MEM) shown on the Fig. 8; circuit pattern extracting means for making a 
comparison between a circuit element of the circuit pattern being input and 
corresponding circuit element contained in one of the plurality of previously stored 
circuit patterns stored in the unavailable area, and extracting from the plurality of 
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previously stored circuit patterns an extracted circuit pattern in which the comparison 
indicates agreement between the compared circuit elements within the discriminator 
(DIC) shown on the Fig. 1 1 as the part of the display controller (DPC) shown on the Fig. 
8, which retrieves the relay identification for comparison with relay identification (CRA) 
after transferring from character generator (CG) shown on the Fig. 8 and storing in 
register (RG) shown on the Fig. 1 1 , wherein the comparison takes place in the 
comparator (COM) shown on the Fig. 1 1 (col. 8, II.45-63); display means for displaying 
the extracted circuit pattern using the display controller shown on the Fig. 8 and Fig. 1 1 
(in details) (col. 7, 11.21-33); copying means the extracted circuit pattern into the 
available area in response to an input by an operator within manual data input device 
(MDI 301 g) shown on the Fig. 8 (col. 7, 11.6-11). 

As to claims 2-4 Komiya et al. teaches when more than one extracted circuit 
pattern is extracted, the display means successively displays, for selection by an 
operator, the plurality of extracted circuit patterns, using display controller (DPC) the 
operator may select the segment for displaying (col. 8, 11.13-21); in response to the 
selection of one of the plurality of extracted circuit patterns, the copying means copies 
circuit pattern into the available area within input device (301g), data processing unit 
(301m) table (301J) shown on the Fig. 8 (col. 7, 11.28-32); the display means displays a 
previously selected circuit pattern as a top priority within the display controller which 
stores all selected patterns in the refresh memory (RFM) and after comparison stores 
them (if it was successive) in the picture memory (IMM) and then they are displayed 
sequentially according the conception of the .adder circuit in the sequence program (col. 
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8, 11.2-12); a selected circuit pattern address storage area storing the address of a 
previously selected circuit pattern (col. 5, II.52-58); replacing means for placing the 
address of a selected circuit pattern at the head of the selected circuit pattern address 
storage area as shown on the Fig. 10 the display controller (DPC) specifies an 
identification display area, symbolic display area and an address display area; wherein 
the display means displays as a top priority the previously selected circuit pattern 
according to the order of address stored in the selected circuit pattern address storage 
area (col. 8, 11.2-12). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Helen B Rossoshek whose telephone number is 703- 
305-3827. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S Smith can be reached on 703-308-1323. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 




